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Money 

Saving 

tips  
 

A whopping 

46 percent of 

home energy 

use is energy 

loss! In other 

words, no 

productive 

energy use at 

all! Here are 

simple ways 

of reversing 

this, mostly by 

changes of 

habit. 

 

 

1. Each degree 

you turn down 

the heat saves 

3 percent of 

heating costs. 

By changing 

the 

temperature 

by 2 degrees 

all year, you 

can save about 

2,000 pounds 

of C02 a year. 

 

2. Cook with a 

slow cooker 

or a toaster 

oven (or even 

a solar oven!) 

to reduce 

electrical use 

from kitchen 

appliances.  

 

3. Switch to a 

laptop instead 

of using a 

desktop 

computer and 

cut three-

quarters off 

your electrical 

use. Turn off 

Crisp Regional 

Hospital was 

chosen as 

Beauty Spot of 

the Month for 

February. 

Shown here are 

Trina Barber of 

Crisp Regional 

Hospital, Carla 

Payne and Dee 

Hodsden of 

Cordele Garden 

Club, and 

Catherine Mays 

of Keep Crisp 

Beautiful 

Bea

uty 

Spo

t 

of 

the 

Mo

nt

h!  

Keep Georgia Beautiful  

meets with Keep Crisp 

Beautiful & Keep Vienna 

Beauti ful Directors  
 

Kim Portmess Program Manager of Keep 

Georgia Beautiful came down from Atlanta 

September 20th to discuss issues & offer 

suggestions for affiliates in the area. KGB has 

taken the last few months to meet with each 

affiliate to see what problems each area has so 

that they might better serve the network. 

 

Rivers Alive  Snapshots  
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

Since 1997, communities across the country have 

come together on November 15 to celebrate America 

Recycles Day. More than a celebration, America Recycles 

Day is the only nationally recognized day dedicated to the 

promotion of recycling programs in the United States. One 

day to get our neighbors, friends and community leaders 

excited about what can be accomplished when we all work 

together. One day to make recycling bigger and better 

365 days a year! 

It seems as if an age of genius must be 

succeeded by an age of endeavour; riot and 

extravagance by cleanliness and hard work.  

 

Virginia Woolf  

Flint River Keeper  
 

 
 

Flint River Director Gordon Rogers stopped by Cordele 

Rotary Club to discuss the Flint River 

 

 

http://americarecyclesday.org/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/virginiawo401005.html


 

 
Facts about Ink 

Jet Cartidges  
 

In the U.S., more than 

13 cartridges are disposed of 

every second, totaling an 

estimated 375 million each 

year! The total weight of these 

cartridges is equivalent to 

67,612 Ford Explorers or 

112,463 Volkswagen Beetles! 
 

 
 

These cartridges have quite 

an environmental footprint: 

¶ The average toner 

cartridge is composed of 

40 percent plastic, 40 

percent metal and 

smaller amounts of 

rubber, paper, foam and 

toner. 

¶ The average cartridge 

requires almost a gallon 

of oil during production. 
 

Of the materials that make 

up ink cartridges, 97 percent 

can be reused and recycled. 

Used cartridges can be 

remanufactured many times 

over and keep plastic, steel, 

aluminum and rubber out of 

landfills. If you buy 

remanufactured cartridges, you 

save oil and 3.5 pounds of 

waste! 

 
Keep Crisp Beautiful 

has a drop-off collection site at 

the Cordele-Crisp Chamber of 

Commerce 502 South 2
nd

 

Street. 

TV Set - Top Boxes Get Poor Ratings in 

Energy Efficiency  
 

            Set-top boxes are those little devices that are wired to 

televisions turning cable or satellite signals into shows, movies, and 

other content. There are 160 million set-top boxes installed in the U.S. 

and each year American households pay more than $3 billion in energy 

costs to operate them, according to a recent report by the Natural 

Resources Defense Council (NRDC).  
 

What is worse, much of this energy is wasted. Set-top boxes continue to 

use energy after your television is turned off. In fact, the NRDC found 

that nearly two-thirds of set-top box energy use takes place when the 

device is not in use. This means that set-top boxes cost households $2 

billion a year, even when no one is watching or recording content 
 

The growth in the use of set-top boxes with digital video recorder 

(DVR) capability provides even more troubling statistics. According to 

the NRDC investigation:  
¶ Boxes with DVR capability use 40% more energy than their non-

DVR counterparts.  

¶ DVR set-top boxes draw more power than a 42" flat-screen 

television.  

¶ The percentage of boxes with DVR capability has grown from 10% 

in 2007 to 35% today, and this number is expected to grow.  
 

Energy Efficient Solutions Are On the Way  
Unless energy efficiency measures are taken, the NRDC report suggests 

electricity costs to power set-top boxes could increase by $3.5 billion per 

year by 2020. Fortunately, newer technology advances may provide more 

energy efficient solutions in the future.  

¶ Video streaming integration. Video streaming services such as 

NetFlix and GoogleTV are becoming increasingly popular. As 

these low-power streaming solutions become integrated with pay-

TV, it will likely lead to more energy efficient set-top boxes.  

¶ Multi-room solutions. New server/client configurations allow 

consumers to record content on a single DVR and watch shows 

from any TV in the home. This saves energy and increases 

customer convenience.  

¶ Power management. Boxes that include light sleep and deep sleep 

power modes can reduce set-top box energy consumption by up to 

60%.  
 

Use 30% Less Energy with ENERGY STAR  
Set-top boxes are typically provided as part of a service package, giving 

consumers little choice. So what can homeowners do to help increase their 

energy efficiency? ENERGY STARða program of the U.S. Department 

of Energyðtests and certifies consumer products for energy performance, 

including set-top boxes. ENERGY STAR qualified boxes use an average 

of 30% less energy than standard models and include energy efficient 

features such as power management. If you are installing a new pay-TV 

service, ask the provider to include an ENERGY STAR qualified set-top 

box. If you currently have a service, find out if any upgrade options are 

available.  

 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProductGroup&pgw_code=ST
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product.showProductGroup&pgw_code=ST


D id you know?  
 

The majority of litter on major 

interstates is debris from unsecured 

loads on commercial trucks, including 

commercial carriers hauling trash 

without tarps.  
 

Large items dumped intentionally on 

roadsides, including mattresses, box 

springs, building materials  
 

The Georgia DOT also deals with a 

significant amount of clean-up from 

crashes/accidents and truck tire 

"alligators."  
 

Car trash from motorists including 

cigarette butts, fast food packaging, 

beverage cans, etc.  
 

Eight out of ten motorists believe 

people litter because it is easier than 

saving trash to discard later.  
 

There are currently 11 Litter Control 

Laws in Georgia. Those convicted on 

littering faces fines up to $1,000 and 

can be ordered to pick up litter 

themselves.  
 

 

 

 

Fall  Clothes Collection  Update  
 

Keep Crisp Beautiful held its annual Fall Clothes Collection 

September 3
rd

 in the Cordele-Crisp Chamber of Commerce Drive 

Thru. The 12 volunteers from Crisp County 4-H and KCB collected 

112 bags of clothes the day of collection. The 3,460 pounds of 

clothing was donated to Crisp Area Habitat for Humanity. 

 
 

Thanks to Janie Wright, Crisp County 4-Hôers, Marcus 

Waters, Crisp Area Habitat and a special thanks to Chip Wells for 

providing a truck for hauling and loading of clothes! 

 

 

 

Make A Difference Day 

 
October 22nd & 23rd  

 

òTogether We Can Make A 
Differenceó 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 
 

For more information call  
273-3762 

Rivers Alive Update  
 

 
 

Shown Here: Crisp County 4-H poses for a photo after 

refreshments at Rivers Alive. A record 127 Volunteers picked up 

200 bags of trash at The Blue Hole for Keep Crisp Beautiful 

Annual Event Rivers Alive this past Saturday! A special THANKS 

to Crisp County 4-H (pictured), Boy Scouts Pack 270, Cordele 

Garden Club, & Flint River Keeper Board for their participation! 

 


